
FRIENDS OF GREECE  

TRAVELLING TO GREECE?  

NOW EVEN MORE THAN EVER! 
 

Maybe it is the beauty of simplicity or the way of life of its people, the unique culture or 

this astonishing diversity of incomparable landscapes. Every country has many facets, 

more or less. But Greece is a somehow different case – in every sense.  

 

It is the country’s and its’ people contrasts that make the difference.  More than 16 

million people from all over the world visit Greece every year, thus being one of the 

most attractive holiday destinations not only in the Mediterranean but beyond.  

 

Most probably, you have experienced it yourself or have been told so by your friends: 

Greece never was just “beautiful” and just “relaxing”. Greeks never were just “friendly” 

and just “funny”. They were all this – and at the same time its direct opposite. Yet, one 

could always feel one thing for sure: The deep happiness of its people when foreigners 

visit their country. Hospitality in Greece never was a trained profession. Hospitality in 

Greece is rather a matter of pride, a deep and true honour felt by its people when 

foreigners arrive – in good times and in difficult times.  

 

Currently, Greece, once again in its long history, is suffering difficult times. The 

country’s turbulences have become a matter of worldwide discussions accompanied by 

justified criticism but also by unfair statements. Pictures of violence and desperation do 

not fit with what one normally associates during his/her holidays in Greece.  

 

This is irritating. How is the situation in Greece right now? Is it dangerous to travel to 

Greece at the moment? Am I going to be disappointed when visiting Greece this time? Is 

it worth travelling to Greece this summer? 

 

YES, it is. We are here right now. We live and work here. We see Greece as it is. And we 

clearly can say: ENJOY YOUR HOLIDAYS IN GREECE. We do not want to downplay 

things, nor do we want to excite with exaggeration. Take these following travel notes as 

our friendly and honest advice to you:  

 

There is no restriction at all about travelling to Greece released by any Embassy 

worldwide. Greece has liberal entry requirements and is a member of the European 

Schengen Convention. As a general travel advice, please keep your ID card or your 

passport with you when travelling through the country.  

 

 

It is true that strikes take place quite often. They were not unusual for Greece even 

before the crisis; they just became more intense since. Yet, it is obvious that most strikes 

in Greece are not carried out by the majority of private sector employees, but by Civil 

Servants represented by strong labour unions, the regulations of which are affected by 

the governmental reform programme. Not a single strike has been carried out by private 

employees in the Tourism sector and it is highly unlikely that this will happen this year. 

Consequently, Tourism might only be indirectly affected by strikes. Hotels, taverns, 

shops, boat and car rental companies, travel agencies, bus companies etc. do not strike, 

since they know that they work seasonally and striking would harm their own interests. 

In the contrary, visitors should be aware that strikes might affect guided one-day 

excursions as well as travelling through the country on public transport means, i.e. 

public buses and trains, to some degree also ferries between islands but are rather 

unlikely to happen during the touristic season. In case you just want to stay in one of the 

Greek holiday resorts, strikes won’t be an issue to you anyway. But please be aware of 



this when you travel by yourself public on transport means through the country or 

within the urban centers of Athens and Thessaloniki. Even then, strikes usually happen 

for 24 hours and can be avoided by advising the reception of your hotels, your Travel 

Agent or the locals in your holiday destination.   

 

Even less dramatic than the strikes is the situation with demonstrations and protests. 

These never occur in picturesque Greek holiday destinations. Rural areas and islands 

are not affected at all. If any, demonstrations take place in the center of Athens around 

the Parliament at Syntagma Square and spread throughout three or four blocks of it. 

Most of them are peaceful. Yet, we recommend avoiding sightseeing around 

demonstrations at the Parliament in Athens. For some of the visitors, demonstrations in 

Athens might be an interesting touristic attraction, but the country has a plethora of 

other attractions; please take advantage of these.  

 

Greece remains a secure and safe destination. Crime rates are low in rural Greece and 

the islands but have increased in Athens during the last couple of years, as was the case 

with the European Union Capitals in general. However, according to Eurostat, Greece 

continues to have low crime rates compared to other European countries. Please just 

use common sense and take the usual precautions as you would normally do when 

travelling abroad.   

 

The Greek Crisis may not have changed many things related to tourism but one: prices. 

It is obvious that there is a freefall in prices. This concerns all touristic services and 

particularly hotels. Visitors will also benefit from special offers at local businesses. This 

general price decrease is mainly caused by the drop of domestic demand. Greeks usually 

spend their holidays in their own country. Approximately ¼ of total Greek tourism 

income is generated by domestic demand, which has dropped considerably. 

Consequently, the Greek tourism industry tries to cover these losses with severe price 

reductions that everyone can benefit from. Furthermore, the government has decreased 

tax rates on certain touristic services in order to enable the businesses to reduce their 

prices. In addition to that, certain governmental subsidy programmes have made it 

possible for many tourism businesses to invest in innovation and modernization of their 

services, thus providing better value for money. 

 

It is true that Greek people are angry and deeply disappointed with their politicians. 

They feel deceived and betrayed by them. They don’t fully understand why they are on 

the cover pages of all foreign media for the last two years almost daily. And they see 

how they are about to be finger pointed throughout Europe. They fear that on top of all 

the things happening to them, they might even lose the most valuable asset: their 

friends from abroad – and their happiness and honour when visitors come around to 

marvel their country’s beauties.   

All these common –but so unusual- people you may have once met in Greece, or may 

have heard of, are still here. They haven’t disappeared. They haven’t changed. And they 

look forward to welcoming you. As they did before and as they will keep doing in future.  

 

Enjoy your holidays in Greece!  

 


